THE SINGING REVOLUTION

THE MOLOTOV-RIBBENTROP PACT

On August 23, 1939, Hitler and Stalin signed a non-aggression pact, called the Molotov-Ribbentrop
Treaty. Secret protocols of the treaty defined the territorial spheres of influence Germany and Russia
would have after a successful invasion of Poland. Hitler had been creating justifications and laying
plans for such an invasion since April. According to the agreement, Russia would have control over
Latvia, Estonia, and Finland, while Germany would gain control over Lithuania and Danzig. Poland
would be partitioned into three major areas. The Warthland area, bordering Germany would be
annexed outright to the German Reich, and all non-German inhabitants expelled to the east. More
than 77,000 square miles of eastern Polish lands, with a population of over thirteen million would
become Russian territory. The central area would become a German protectorate, named the
General Government, governed by a German civil authority.

Below is an English translation of the agreement, followed by images of the original
German and Russian documents.

Text of the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact

The Government of the German Reich and The Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
desirous of strengthening the cause of peace between Germany and the U.S.S.R., and proceeding
from the fundamental provisions of the Neutrality Agreement concluded in April, 1926 between
Germany and the U.S.S.R., have reached the following Agreement:

Article I. Both High Contracting Parties obligate themselves to desist from any act of violence, any
aggressive action, and any attack on each other, either individually or jointly with other Powers.

Article Il. Should one of the High Contracting Parties become the object of belligerent action by a
third Power, the other High Contracting Party shall in no manner lend its support to this third Power.

Article Ill. The Governments of the two High Contracting Parties shall in the future maintain continual
contact with one another for the purpose of consultation in order to exchange information on
problems affecting their common interests.

Article IV. Should disputes or conflicts arise between the High Contracting Parties shall participate in
any grouping of Powers whatsoever that is directly or indirectly aimed at the other party.

Article V. Should disputes or conflicts arise between the High Contracting Parties over problems of
one kind or another, both parties shall settle these disputes or conflicts exclusively through friendly
exchange of opinion or, if necessary, through the establishment of arbitration commissions.

Article VI. The present Treaty is concluded for a period of ten years, with the proviso that, in so far as
one of the High Contracting Parties does not advance it one year prior to the expiration of this period,
the validity of this Treaty shall automatically be extended for another five years.

Article VII. The present treaty shall be ratified within the shortest possible time. The ratifications shall
be exchanged in Berlin. The Agreement shall enter into force as soon as it is signed.
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[The section below was not published at the time the above was announced.]

Secret Additional Protocol.

Article . In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement in the areas belonging to the Baltic
States (Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), the northern boundary of Lithuania shall represent the

boundary of the spheres of influence of Germany and U.S.S.R. In this connection the interest of
Lithuania in the Vilna area is recognized by each party.

Article II. In the event of a territorial and political rearrangement of the areas belonging to the Polish
state, the spheres of influence of Germany and the U.S.S.R. shall be bounded approximately by the
line of the rivers Narev, Vistula and San.

The question of whether the interests of both parties make desirable the maintenance of an
independent Polish States and how such a state should be bounded can only be definitely
determined in the course of further political developments.

In any event both Governments will resolve this question by means of a friendly agreement.

Article lll. With regard to Southeastern Europe attention is called by the Soviet side to its interest in
Bessarabia. The German side declares its complete political disinterestedness in these areas.

Article IV. This protocol shall be treated by both parties as strictly secret.
Moscow, August 23, 1939.
For the Government of the German Reich v. Ribbentrop

Plenipotentiary of the Government of the U.S.S.R. V. Molotov
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Die Deutsohe Raichsregierung und

die Beglerung der Union der Sozialistischen
Sowjetrepublixen

geleitet von dem Wumsche die Sache des Friedens
owischen Deutsohland und der TASSR zu festigen und augy-
Zehend von den grundlegenden Bestimmungen des Beutrali-
tEtavertrages, der im April 1986 zwischen Deutscklarnd
ucd der UASSR geschlossen wurde, sind zu pachstshender
Vereinbarung: gelangt:

Artixel I,

Die beiden Vertregechliessenden Telle verpflioh-
ten sich, sich jeden Gewaltakto, Jeder agressiven Esand-
lung urd Jedes Angriffs gegen einarder, und cwar sowohl
einzeln als auch geneinssx mit andersn MEchten, xu ent-
halten,

Artixel II,

Falls eciner der Vertrmgsohliessenden Teile Gegen-
stand krigeriascher Handlunge: seitens einer dritten Mnckht
werden sollte, wird der ardere Vertragschliessende Teil
in Yeiner Foru diese dritte Jaocht unterstfitzen,

Artikel 11I.
Die negierun,en der beiden Vertragschlisseenden

Tolle wercern klnftig fortlaulend zweoks Koncultatiom in



Mrlung itelpender Yosabon, vo cich gogunaeltiz €tev Frogern
zu inferaleren, die inrc zoasinsamsen Intareoizen bar‘f:nn.
Artixel IV,
Xeirar Ceo Dailxn Vertregschlleagenlisp Telle vird
sich an irguz4 eine> LEsttogruppierurg =o*ciilson, ¢le oill

zittelbar odsr ummitteldas gogen den Andso:in Tell t7hle ..

]

Artikel V,

Falla S4reitigkcltsn cdor Keaflikte zwviichen Zun
Veriragoctliescenden Teilen Uber Fregzen dlesor tluls Jeiil
A=t ertstehen golltien, werten t-el:fa Tells dic3e ZinZitis-
veiten Yor¥ Yenflikse avsschliecsilch ruf dex Wags frewnle
a:heftlicise leipungiaustauaches oler nitigenfalls durch
Eirretzuzg 7on, 3chlichtungaken t3elicnen terelzigen,

Artikel VI,

Der gegorpirtige Vertrag wird suf die Dxuer ven 19
Jatrep atzeschlossen x1% der p2ssgade, dass, cowe .- niznt
eizer dar Tertragsokliessenden Toile ihn ein Jak:r =T L
1ac” Ateser Frist x@ntigt, 241s Daver der Wirksa=z—all
diese Vortrages automatisch fr weitere fGnf Jokra ald
verMingert gilt,

Artixel VI,

Der gegenwdrtige Yersreg eo0ll inne-irld abglichiat
Xcrzer Frist ratifisiert werden, Mo B iifiXatisniurkaeicn
scller in Berlin ausgetausoht rexden, Dar Veriiag tritt

ssfort mit seiper Unterszeicinung in Kmit,

Ausgefortigt in doprelter Ursehrift, in deutscher
wrd russiscrer 3precke,

~c3kau Am 23, Auccat 1949,
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Oehelaes Tnmateiratokrll,

Ang Anlros der Uatercelorsorag Gay Kishtangriffs-
vyerirvges zmlacken 4a3 Teoutochoz Eelch wrel der Union
dar 2ozialigticchan Scwjeircruill iXen B=Da= 4ie unter-
=yishacti« Levollelshtiiptes e Bollea Telle in atrong
yarimalicher Acssymcktes dla Frapge der Abzrenrung der
telderasitien Interscyercz;iiren in Osteuropr erlSirters,
Dinse Azgarrcote bat ru folieiiCea Ergebdnis golidri:

1. Tdr dec M1l einz- territosial-rolitiscren Un-
gamialin~g in den 72 dan brltl=oren Stastan (Finrland,
Titiral, lettisnd, Zivrzez) ~2a8=anden Gidioten Lillet
.o rirdliskhe Coonre Lita=cny vleivh &% Crornoe 437
interescenssrhfren Lectschlands =rd der U4STR. Hierted
xid &rnp Ioteresse litAterna am Tiloner Gediet deiler-
83its rpermnns.

2, ur Cen M1l eicor territorinlépolitisshen
Oepeataltccys Cor rux poinischen Staato aeklr:zian Seuivie
warccen €le Interezdsnssifrer Lantechlfnls uci der TLHST
ungefIhrt durch 4ie Linis der 7iCose Mrew, Jeichsal urd
SAn ebgegrenzt.

Jie Frrgo, ob €1s Yellarssltigen Interessea dle
Eirhaltung eines unrddiingigen polnisclen Staates erwlingaoht
erscheirer lusaen wx wie 4laser Staat abzugreccen wire,
ann endgfltig eret in Jauwe der writerea politischen
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Entwickelang geklirt n;m‘:m.h

In Jelra Aall:z vordez Ef::ﬁ:*.:';;!am;q: dlegn IMmce
iz Tecr eloer frouwdcshafilici:a 'f;r-..:tf:;d.'{_‘.::.l,; 1Ssen.

3) Binsiohtlich 19s S0403%3ns Ture;ds ©ird von
sowjotiascher Jalte Cas Id3e0aso ar Dessarbien betont,
Vo deutscher 3Joite wird C3s willice »2litische Dosatere
esseacct an dicson Cotloton orxlfir:,

4) Dieses Protskoll wird von belden Jeiten stresz
gobela bebandelt worcea,

Moaxawj.den IJ.duguat 1939,

—

Pl Aea A Yolduwnackst
‘C-'Mb‘tﬂ Farﬂ-m&l?M' Aen F?C?:-H-M‘-"‘? REN
' UASS R
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—~viv A P C IIEHAMAJERIS! MEMTY TEPARES o COBETCal. ClalQs.

CpasrTeancTeo CCCP =

LPaBHTEABCTBO [epMar:iE

DyxoBoniMke XeXsRKeM YKDelleHHs Icaa rupa weuny CCCP nt
Tepanell 1 RCXOMA M3 OCHOBWHX rOJOAeRU} norosopa ¢ Heilrpadd-
TeTe, 3AxIDYeHoro uexmy CCCP u Tepra:iiell B anpe.e 1926 roxa,

MpNEA¥ K cXeXynmemy COrXAIERFD:

Craten 1,
O6e JoropaprBanmEecs CTODOMN OSA3YHNTCA BO3NeDIMBATLCA
CT BCAKOI'O HACAXNA, OT BCAKOIO A&rpecc#niol'v LeXcT7isA # BCHA=
0r0 HAMamexHs B OTHONEHNE NPy Ip7T8, KAK OTLEAL!Io, TBK I

CUBMeCTHO € JNPYI'EME e XA BAMN .

Crarsa [

B cayvae, ecmt ofHa 48 JOTOBADIN%L ZiXCA CLopod OKAXeTCR
vZ'ezToMm Boe=rux mellcTeBal coO CTOpORN TpeThe!l LepxuBh, Apyras
ZcrosapuBarianca CTOpoRa He OyjeT OON .8 «¥p17h 5l B kakoll
.C7Me 3Ty LepsaBy.

Crartea H.
LpaBHTEABnTBA O00uX JIPOBaLHDAr ¥CA CTOPOH OCTAKYTCA
3 SymyJeM 3 KCHTAKTe EDYD € ADYIOM SR Honc,.ih7aian, wrodu
M4, 0NURPORATS APYr APYra © BOTPOCHX, IATDITEBADUYMX MX odmae
CiTerecH,
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Cratea 1V,

e caits 3 CTOBLPLIATENXSA CTODOM HC CFJeT ¥UACTBOBATEH
D KAKO.- HCYAb TPYNNZPSBKe LEpXAB, KOTCGRA® NpAMy RIL KOCBEHNO
yarpaBYeHA OpOTHB LPYTrol CYOpoWwi.

Cratsa 7.

B ciyvae BOIRNKHOSEHEA CROPOB #A™ KOIIARKTOB Mexly ~uru-
BapuBArmuMmecA CTODOHAME 1O BOMpOcAM 1 [0 &% .=0C0 poZa, oce
cTopor GYAYT PasperaTs STi! CHODE AN KOF,IUKTH WCHIADTITEIbHO
MADHHM TIYTEM B ODODAAKE 1pPyXeSTBEHHOCC OTMe a M eHHAMH #JIH B

YYEHHX CXJIAAX DYTOM CO3JAHMA KomicCk! [0 yDery.JApOBaNTD KOHG-
JUIKTE .,

Cratea ¥1.
1lACTORCH Y MOMOBOD 3EKILY2ETCA CPOKYM k% LeCATS JeT C Tew,
STO MOCKOABKY ORHA W3 LoMuBag:. Ll X0 CTOPCH He IeHOHCRIYeT
ero 38 ror IO ECTedeidns CPOKA, CPOK AelCTENA JOI0EC[: OFyneT

CYRTAThCH ALTOMATHYECKR MDOrJepili 1a clel)yrIte MATE: JeT.

Cratsa Y.
acTumakfl ZOroDOp DONEXET pATHNNPODINAD B BO3MOXHO KO-
DOTKHY cpeK. COMeN PETRIARAIROMIMSN: [DAMOT.IE L0.TWeR nporaof-
¢ 0 Bepaune. JOMOBCP ECTYLIET E CiLJy FeMCIXeHIS Tocde €0
NOLTACAHNA.

Cocrazsie: . B NBYX OPMTHHAJAX, HH HCMENX0M ¥ DYCCKOM AIN=

¥aX B ocxkoe, 20 asrrera 1939 Toza.

/% DA ate g3 @it ¢ 1o 3a \'IT:n.a.-‘ it el AT
4 /}frff"fm'{ W

AA fﬂ(lﬂ/

.H‘q, AL

AWZ'Z/
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[px DOXNNCANNI ROIMOBOPS O HeHATNENERRY Mexly .epmatizel
: «oppoM Comerckuxz Comxamacriiecknx PecuyZamk vErencinacap—
‘MecA YIOAROMOYGHHME OCORX CTOPOH COCFINAM B CTIOrO XKO(E-
ReXIyaABROU NMCPANXE BODPOC O pa"‘rpamenll ciep oCORIHLY A4=
Tep>cop B Bocroumofl Empone. 370 ofcyxueixe 1 pHBEAO ¥ Hixe-
Cle-yrLZeuy pesjanraty:

4. B cIyuae TepPUTODEAABHO-NICAMTNGECKINO MNepeycTne.cTaa
céxacrell, sxonmux » cocras Opudaxreficxax rocyza;crs (Cau-
xavana, 3cromms, Jarena, Anrma), cePepHaA IPAHRUA JATEY 03H0-
BDeneHRO AsAfReTCA rpaxuunel clep wnrepecor Iepmamar u CZCP.
“P® 97TOM EiiTepecs INTBH NO OTEOWeRRY Suierckc! o6xacTi I px-
JHALTCA OGOMMN CTOPOHUMN,

2. B caydae TeppRTOPHSABHO-NOINTEYECKOTO nNepeycTpolicrBu
¢faictel, BONAINX B cocran Iloamscxoro locyrapcrsa, rpemxma
rlep 2rTepecos Depwanmt n CCCP Cyzer nproiN2XTeXBRO BPOXOIWTD
m0 XANRA pex hapesd, Bwea x Caua,

Bonpoc, ARX2ETCA XN B OCORLHiUX NETEPECAX XEeIATAXBRLM CO-

rmavcsge re3apacumoro [oapexero TocyzapeTen u xaxoau cyxyr

'PAMZOM 9TONO IOCYAADCTRS, MOXET OMTD ORKUNWATEABIIO BuURCTIEM
TOAsXy B Tesernme xarxsrelmero momrxieckoro pasmwras,

Bo mcaxoM cayiae, vca I'penxresncrsa GyXyr pemars syor
EONMPOC B NMOPRXES ADYRECTBONAOIO OGORENOTO COIBACRS.
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<. FACerert® rro-mccterd ERpoi ¢ coperckol cToroMy poa-
ienEiBreTC wyropee CCCP x Beczapacar. C repuamcko® coenovwu
ILBReTCA © 82 mosmol moawTNmecxel HesAMKTepeCOMANKGCTH D

TAX COXAnTAX,

4. V20T TPOTORCI CYAST CUXPATATICA OU0::F CTODOMA'N B CTPO-

VY CeKIETe,

/@'é?;rﬁfmxm4 o -Deksa, 28 aoryeT 1880 Ners.
;/A/Wﬁ% Cﬂg’ Ja J-L?:warJt. ™
’{ipj;gﬁ?mﬁﬁﬁibﬁﬂf?
D
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Source: Jan Szembek, Diariusz i Teki (London: Polish Research Centre, 1972), IV, 752-760 as provided by the British Foreign and
Commonwealth Office Library.
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